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ANNUAL  REPORT  -  1971 
Teignmouth  Port  Health  authority 

I  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  T: ignmouth  Port  Health  Authority  for  the 
yc,ar  ended  31st  December,  1971. 

This  year,  the  birth  tonnage  decreased  from  166,578  to  147,226  and  also  the 
number  of  ships  shows  a  decrease  from  651  to  557. 

In  my  past  two  Annual  Reports,  I  have  referred  to  the  extreme  difficulties  in 
ensuring  that  rabid  animals  are  not  imparted  into  this  country  through  small 
ports,  such  as  Teignmouth.  During  the  year,  a  Conmitte.  of  Enquiry  on  Rabies 
submitted  its  final  Report  and  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  British  Medical  Journal, 
which  was  published  on  the  31st  July,  1971,  in  which  I  made  it  abundantly  clear 
that  I  regarded  it  as  being  in  no  way  impossible,  or  even  improbable,  that 
animals  could  not  be  landed  from  the  very  many  foreign  going  ships  which  dock 
at  Teignmouth. 

On  the  21st  August,  1971,  Professor  Andrew  B.  Semple,  the  Port  Medical  Officer 
of  Liverpool  and  also  a  Member  of  the  Committee  of  Enquiry  on  Rabies,  replied 
in  a  letter  to  the  British  Medical  Journal  in  which  he  stated 

'The  likelihood  of  a  dog  or  cat  escaping  is  even  greater  now  than  formerly 
owing  to  bow-opening  container  ships  being  used  for  coastwise  traffic.  The 
suggestion  made  in  the  letter  to  prohibit  domestic  animals  from  being  carried 
in  small  ships  would  require  international  agreement  and  it  is  very  doubtful  if 
this  could  be  achieved. 

It  was  for  this  reason  that  the  commit t  .e  recommended  a  widespread  education 
and  information  programme  at  all  ports  to  alert  everyone  associated  with 
international  maritime  traffic  to  the  danger  of  rabies.  It  is  my  own  view  that 
if  this  is  done  and  the  public  co-operate  with  customs  officers,  police  and  port 
health  staffs  in  reporting  illegal  landings,  and  when  an  offence  is  committed 
the  captain  responsible  for  the  dog  or  cat  landing  from  his  ship  is  prosecuted, 
we  would  soon  find  a  stricter  control  of  these  animals  on  board  ships.  I 
suspect  that  in  the  past  the  powers  dealing  with  control  of  pets  on  board  ships 
h.  ve  not  been  as  strictly  enforced  as  they  could  have  be  n,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  these  powers  will  he  taken  much  more  seriously  in  the  future.’ 

I  find  it  very  difficult  to  believe  that  despite  this  pious  thinking  the  risk 
has  been  made  no  less  than  it  was  prior  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Enquiry  having  been  published. 


February,  1972. 


Port  Medical  Officer 
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SECTION  11  -  Amount  of  shipping  entering  the  district  during  the  year 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30180284 


SECTION  111  -  Character  of  shipping  and  trade  during  the  year 

table  c 

PASSENGER  TRAFFIC  Number  of  passengers  INWARDS  ... 

Number  of  passengers  OUTWARDS  ... 

This  is  not  a  port  approved  under  the  Aliens  Order,  1920 

Principal  IMPORTS:  Coal,  Timber,  Grain  (Animal 

CARGO  TRAFFIC  Foodstuffs),  Asbestos,  Tin, 

Slates  and  Fertilizer. 

Principal  EXPORTS:  Clay,  Coke  and  Scrap  Iron. 

PORTS  from  which  Ships  arrive 

Amsterdam,  Antwerp,  Askarshamn,  aviles,  Bayonne,  Bilbao,  Bordeaux,  Bremen,  Brest,  Caen, 
Calais,  Capella,  Cherbourg,  Concarneau,  Dieppe,  Dordrecht,  Duvarnenez,  Dunkirk,  Fecamp, 
Frederiksha ven ,  Gijon,  Granville,  Ghent,  Gruvon,  Guernsey,  Hamburg,  Hamina,  Honfleur, 
Iceland,  Kasko,  Kemi,  Kenitra,  Kiel,  Kotka,  Lannion,  La  Pallice,  Le  Guildo,  Le  Havre, 
L'Qrient,  Mantyluoto,  Marans,  Marseille,  Morlaix,  Nantes,  Paluden,  Pasajes,  Pontrieux, 
Quimper,  Randers,  Rendsburg,  Rochefort,  Roscoff,  Rotterdam,  Rouen,  Rumpst,  Santander, 
Sasi,  St.  Brieuc,  St.  Helier,  St.  Malo,  St.  Nazaire,  St.  Peter  Port,  Scheveningen , 
Setubal,  Stavanger,  Tonnay,  Treguir,  Treport,  Uddevalla,  Vannes,  Veitsiluoto , 
Vlaardingen ,  Zaandam. 

COASTWISE 


Amble,  Appledore,  Ardrossan,  Avonmouth,  Barnstaple,  Barrow,  Barrydock,  Belfast, 

Bideford,  Birkenhead,  Blyth,  Bridgwater,  Bridport,  Bristol,  Cardiff,  Charlestown, 
Coleraine,  Cork,  Cowes,  Dartmouth,  Dover,  Dublin,  Dundalk,  Dungarven,  Exmouth,  Falmouth, 
Felixstowe,  Flushing,  Fowey,  Galway,  Garston,  Glasgow,  Goole,  Grangemouth,  Greenock, 
Great  Yarmouth,  Ipswich,  Hayle,  Hull,  Kilkeel,  Kilrush,  Kinsale,  Lancaster,  Limerick, 
Littlehampton ,  Liverpool,  London,  Londonderry,  Manchester,  Middlesbrough,  Milford 
Haven,  Mostyn,  Newhaven,  Newport,  New  Ross,  Par,  Penzance,  Plymouth,  Poole,  Portsmouth, 
Preston,  Runcorn,  Sharpness,  Shoreham,  Silloth,  Southampton,  Swansea,  Totnes,  Truro, 
Waterford,  Weymouth. 


SECTION  IV  -  Inland  barge  traffic 

Numbers  and  tonnage  using  the  district  and  places  served  by  the  traffic  -  Nil. 

SECTION  \l  -  Water  supply 

No  change 

SECTION  V/l  -  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1966 

No  change 


SECTION  Vll  -  Smallpox 

1.  The  Isolation  Hospital  to  which  Smallpox  cases  will  be  sent  from  the  district, 
is  the  5mallpox  Hospital,  Liskeard,  Cornwall.  Tel.  2385. 

2.  Transport  arrangements  will  be  made  by  the  Plymouth  Ambulance  Service.  Tel.  64101. 

3.  The  following  Consultant  is  available  as  and  when  necessary:— 

Dr.  W.H.  St.  John-Brooks, 

West  Cornwall  Hospital, 

Penzance,  Cornwall. 

Tel.  No.  Penzance  2382 
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Specimens  for  laboratory  diagnosis  will  be  sent  to  the:- 

Virus  Reference  Laboratory, 
Central  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Colindale  Avenue, 

London,  N.W.9. 


SECTION  Vlll  -  Venereal  Disease 

No  change 


SECTION  IX  -  Cases  of  notifiable  and  other 

infectious  diseases  on  ships 

No  cases  of  notifiable  and  other  infectious  diseases  were  reported  during  the  year 


SECTION  X  -  Observat  ions  on,  the  occurrence  of 

malaria  in  ships 

No  cases  of  malaria  were  notified  during  the  year, 


SECTION  XI  -  Measures  taken  against  ships 

infected  with  or  suspected  for  plaque 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  section. 


SECTION  Xll  -  Measures  against  rodents  in  ships 

from  foreign  ports 

1.  Procedure  for  inspection  of  ships  for  rats 

Enquiries  are  made  from  Masters  of  vessels  using  the  Port,  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector,  regarding  the  presence  of  rats. 

2 .  Arrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examination  of  rodents,  with 

special  reference  to  rodent  plague,  including  the  number  of  rodents  sent  for 

examination  during  the  year 

Facilities  are  available  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of  rodents  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Exeter.  No  rodents  were  sent  for  examination  during 
the  year. 

3 .  Arrangements  in  the  district  for  deratting  ships,  the  methods  used  and,  if  done 

by  a  commercial  contractor,  the  name  of  the  contractor 

A  ship  requiring  deratting  can  now  be  dealt  with  at  Teignmouth. 

4.  Progress  in  the  rat-proofing  of  ships 

No  action  was  taken  in  this  matter  at  Teignmouth  during  1971. 

Rodents  destroyed  during  the  year  in  ships  from  foreign  ports 

No  rats  were  destroyed  at  Teignmouth  during  1971,  in  ships  from  foreign  ports. 

Deratting  Certificates  and  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  issued  during  the  year  for 

ships  from  foreign  ports 

No  Deratting  Certificates  were  issued  during  1971.  Forty— one  Deratting  Exemption 

Certificates  were  issued  during  1971. 


SECTION  Xlll  -  Inspection  of  ships  for  nuisances 
Inspections  and  Notices 

One  hundred  and  twenty  inspections  were  carried  out  during  1971. 

SECTION  XIV  -  Public  Health  (Shell-fish) 

Regulations,  1934  and  1948 

No  change 


SECTION  XV  -  Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens 


Not  applicable  to  this  Authority 
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